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remembers his former birth? For like every other
man, and like my ancestor the suns I have risen
up into light out of the sea of dark oblivion, into
which I must sink again at last. And then she
looked at him with a deep sigh. And she said:
Alas! This is a punishment indeed, and worse by
far than ail the rest, if after having endured so long
the state of a stone upon a wall, I am again become
a woman, only to find myself repudiated and all
forgotten, by him, on whose account I suffered all.
Listen, then, and I will tell thee the story of thy
former birth. It may be, that, in the hearing, some
scattered reminiscences will be as it were awakened,
to stir again in the dark lethargy of thy sleeping soul
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AND then she began to speak. And as she spoke,
she leaned forward, as she sat upon the fallen pillar,
and fastened her great eager eyes like magnets on
his own. And as Aja watched them, they played
as it were upon his heart. For their colour wavered
and changed and faltered, shifting ever from hue
to hue, turning golden and ruddy amber, and
emerald-green and lotus-blue; and over her eyes
her arching brows lifted and fell and played and